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HENRY RAAB ANNOUNCES HIS RETIREMENT

Henry Raab has retired! After sixty-nine years in active ministry, the
last seventeen of them at CHPC, Henry has decided to hang up his
phone and stop making the birthday calls and calls to the sick.

Henry was ordained in what is now the United Church of Christ in
1940. He has served the Lord faithfully and well. Henry was hired
by our congregation in 1992, when Bill Murphey and Karin Carroll
were pastors. His duties included visiting those in the hospital,
nursing homes, shut-ins and others. He has visited just about
every one of us through his famous Happy Birthday telephone calls.
In recent years, his visiting has been exclusively by telephone
which we have appreciated very much. Henry is living now at
Homeland Center and welcomes your calls and visits. He will
continue to be in worship with us as often as possible.

We will celebrate on January 10 at noon, with a lunch, some gift-
giving, and a mild roast of Henry. The meal will be provided, but
we need a head count: please sign up at the Gathering Place desk
or call the church office.

Shakespear6s King Lear says to
and sing, and t el | ol d t al es,
Please plan on being with us on January 10, as we tell old tales
and laugh at gilded fish stories, and remember, an give thanks to
God for goodness of our friend, Henry Raab.
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DEACON SPAGHETTI DINNER
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On Sunday, January 31st, after the 11:00 service (and Congig-
gational Meeting), the Deacons will be hosting an all churchg
spaghetti dinner. Tickets will be on sale in the Gathering Plaqé
beginning Sunday, January 3rd and all proceeds will benefit
MATE. This will be a family event with activities for all ages 16
follow dinner. Please plan to join us!
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Dear Camp Hill Saints,

January will mark seven years since | came through the snow to be a part of this congregation's life and work.
Seven years Much has changed, and much has not. We have welcomed new friends to the congregation, and
seen friends move on. We have celebrated marriage with eager young couples, and baptized their babies. We
have walked one another to the cemetery at life's end. The rhythm and practice of the church's life has its ups
and downs, but mostly, it is the same faithful practice of bearing one another's burdens and encouraging one
another as we together serve and worship Jesus Christ.

I must tell you that this season | made a startling discovery. | found out why most people do not like, or won't
admit to eating, fruitcake. | have never understood how otherwise sensible people could be so wrong. Then
one night | sliced into a fruitcake made by a well-known purveyor of coffeecakes (prudence requires not identi-
fying this company, the name of which starts with E.) | t was awful. Simply awful. Aha! | shouted. | know why
people don't eat fruitcake 1 this is nasty. Nothing like the way my grandmother made it.

You didn't know my grandmother. Her fruitcake could convert the heathen. It was delicious; all other recipes
fail to measure up. (I am sure some of the cooks in
store-bought stuff was dry, mostly bread, mostly flavorless. The pecans weren't even cleaned properly. Bah!

You are wondering how this all connects. Some years ago it occurred to me that the church is like fruitcake: a

lot of sweet things, some nuts, with all sorts of down-to-earth folks holding it all together. It takes a lot of in-
gredients to make a good cake, and so it is with the
up just so.

One year after the holidays, my grandmother produced a fruitcake that had never been served; she made so
many desserts, we never got to this one. It was unacceptably dry by that point. She put a tea towel around it,
and soaked it with some bourbon. After a week or two, that was one wonderful fruit cake!

Just as it took fAspiritsd to renew that cake, so the
life together praying that the Spirit will renew us and strengthen us, that our every word and deed with be ac-
ceptable and pleasing to our Lord Jesus Christ.

David Roquemore
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